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On April 18, 1942, 16 B-25 Mitchell 
bombers under the command of  Lt. Col.
James Doolittle lifted off the storm-
tossed deck of  the carrier USS 
Hornet and headed west across the
Pacific toward Japan. Forced to
launch earlier than planned after 
encountering a Japanese picket
boat, the bombers had to fly an
extra 200 miles to reach Tokyo.
After dropping their bombs on var-
ious targets, the Mitchells contin-
ued west, with the aim of  landing 
somewhere in China. (One reached 
Siberia.) Of  the 80 men involved,
eight were captured (the Japanese 
executed three, and one died in cap-
tivity) and three died in crashes or shortly afterwards. Bomb
damage to Japan was minimal but the attack had a huge psy-
chological effect on both Japan and the United States.

A new documentary, Unsettled History tells the story of  the
raid but concentrates on the aftermath in China, where citi-
zens put themselves in danger to aid the downed Americans.
Through interviews with children of  the airmen and of  their
Chinese rescuers—and even some Chinese citizens who 
encountered the Doolittle raiders 80 years ago—the film 

VIDEO
UNSETTLED HISTORY
America, China and the 
Doolittle Tokyo Raid
Paradox Communications, 2022. Airs in 
April on public television stations. Check local 
listings for day and time.

focuses on this somewhat over-
looked part of  the story. As Unsettled
History explains, the Chinese
paid a terrible price for helping
the Americans. Japan, which had

begun its war of  conquest against China in 1931, killed some 
quarter-million Chinese in reprisal for helping the raiders. Was 
the raid worth such a bloody toll? The attack certainly shocked
the Japanese military and may have provided a motivation for 
attacking the Pacific island of Midway—the battle that turned
the Pacific war in favor of the United States. What can’t be 
denied is the bravery of  the Doolittle raiders and of  the ordi-
nary Chinese men and women who risked all to assist them.

Tom Huntington

The Navy and Marine Corps 
F-8 Crusader community 
was known for stratospheric 
morale despite the speedy 
Vought’s reputation as a 
pilot killer. But “Last of  the 
Gunfighters” remains the
’sader’s lingering image, even
though the type retired from 
U.S. service in 1987.

However, the “MiG 
Master” role was only part of  
the story. Kenneth V. Jack, a 
former member of  the light 
photographic (VFP) commu-
nity, has an intimate knowl-
edge of  the Crusader’s recon-
naissance role. His previous 
book, Blue Moon Over Cuba, 

EYES OF THE FLEET OVER VIETNAM
RF-8 Crusader Combat Photo-
Reconnaissance Missions

addressed his squadron’s 
RF-8 operations over Cuba 
in collaboration with the 
VFP-62 skipper, Capt. W.B. 
Ecker. In this one, Jack begins 
with the background of  car-
rier-based photo-reconnais-
sance, including a dip of  the 
wing to the Marine squadron, 
VMCJ-1. However, VFP-63 
sent RF-8 detachments to 
Tonkin Gulf  carriers literally 
from before the beginning of  
the Vietnam War. The first 
combat loss was a USS Kitty 
Hawk jet in June 1964, two 
months before the Tonkin 
Gulf  incident, but the pilot 
escaped captivity.

Thereafter photo-re-
connaissance pilots and 
maintainers were a con-
stant presence off Vietnam, 
including a few detachments 
of  VFP-62 and VMCJ-1. 
Dating from World War II, 
photo-recon pilots prided 
themselves as “unarmed and 

unafraid” (although one pilot 
said, “Speak for yourself !”) 
and “first in, last out.” The 
North Vietnamese knew that 
pre- and post-strike photos 
were routine, and prepared 
accordingly. About 30 RF-8s 
were lost to all causes with 12 
pilots killed and six captured. 
Jack provides details and 
insight on each.

The only thing lacking 
is an index, which the pub-
lisher declined to provide. 
Otherwise, the book has 
nearly 170 good-quality 
photos, many in color. Well 
documented with notes, 
Eyes of the Fleet provides not 
only a close-up look at the 
RF-8 over Southeast Asia but 
useful appendices covering 
the broader aspects of  the 
Vietnam air campaign.

Barrett Tillman

by Kenneth V. Jack, Casemate, 2021, $39.95.
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Air traffic controllers are like linemen in American football. 
They are the unsung players on the field without whom no one
would go anywhere. I Am an Air Traffic Controller 4 (requires a
64-bit version of  Windows 10, 8GB RAM, 3GB hard drive 
space) offers a glimpse into this demanding job. Although
the original IATC debuted in 1998 in Japan, its fourth and
most current version recently became licensed for sale in the 
United States.

IATC4 tasks the player with managing the space around
Japan’s largest airport, Tokyo’s Haneda, with other airports
available for purchase as add-ons. The players take respon-
sibility for both ground control and tower duties. They’ll 
determine how to move planes between airstrip and terminal 
and when to direct airborne aircraft to and from the airport.
Departures start at a terminal and need clearance for back-
out, taxiing, lift off and handoff to a departure controller. 
Arriving flights need the corresponding items in reverse.

The game’s mechanics are driven primarily through button 
clicks as the player chooses from a bank of  icons to select an 
aircraft to communicate with. Communications are likewise
driven by a button click on a set of  choices; for example,
between authorizing or postponing a landing. This type of  
communication makes up most of  the game’s activity. While it
seems simple, a game session can become frantic when numer-
ous aircraft wait for direction.

The software’s substantial age yields both pros and cons. 
The mature code base runs stably and a three-dimensional
Haneda is full of  rich details, including vehicle traffic, radio
calls, current and correct aircraft types and weather and
time of  day effects that create an active environment. All 

these aspects have likely benefitted from years of curing. The 
graphics though, while certainly functional, still have a dated 
feel, especially considering the standard of Microsoft Flight
Simulator’s latest version. Other quirks in IATC4 seem like
things that should have been long overcome. Weak documen-
tation and heavily accented radio calls make the game harder
to learn and understand. More concerning is the inability to
trigger a click to send a communication while a current radio
call is completing, a frustration in a game that scores the player 
on promptness of  communicating orders.

Several of the game’s limitations compromise player effi-
ciency. Issued directives cannot be rescinded. The inability to
tell an aircraft to follow another to a runway or put airborne 
aircraft in a holding pattern leads to redundant micromanage-
ment. The ground traffic panel makes it easy to choose an air-
craft’s taxi path but lacks visibility to existing traffic so it’s also 
easy to authorize a taxi and be surprised moments later when a 
ground collision ends the game.

Nonetheless, IATC4 has enough realism and action that fans 
of  air traffic control and airport operations will find the game 
entertaining and educational. Continued improvement and 
evolution can help it deliver a more manageable and more 
realistic experience.

Bernard Dy

AIRWARE 
I AM AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER 4
TechnoBrain Co., Ltd., $59.99.

Reading the second volume 
in Bill Norton’s granular 
three-volume history of  the 
vaunted Israeli Air Force 
gives one pause. Since 1973’s 
Yom Kippur War, the high-
tech hardware employed by 
the air arm of  the habitually 
embattled state of  Israel 
seems able at best only to 
hold the country’s irregular 
foes at bay in an endless 
standoff. With chapters titled 
“Lebanon Quagmire” and 
“Growing Complexities,” the 
message is that the IAF has 
struggled to quell the per-
sistent guerrilla fighters who 
lie in wait on Israel’s borders. 

75 YEARS OF THE ISRAELI AIR FORCE
Volume 2: The Last Half Century, 1973-2023  
& Volume 3: Training, Combat Support,  
Special Operations, Naval Operations and  
Air Defense, 1948-2023

by Bill Norton, Helion & Company, Ltd., 2021, $29.95 each.

raiders
Left: A Doolittle B-25 lifts off from 
the USS Hornet to attack Japan. 
Above: As the new documentary 
shows, many crews received 
assistance from Chinese citizens. 

Still, Volume 2 points out 
that in the post-conventional 
war era, the IAF has scored 
major successes, like the 
September 2007 strike on the 
nuclear reactor being com-
pleted by Syria. While the 
author contends that Israel 
is more secure today, the 
existential threats never seem 
to go away as Iran’s nuclear 
program continues to loom. 
Interwoven with descriptions 
of  the periodic flareups 
between the belligerents 
is a running commentary 
on the platforms acquired 
by the IAF and the systems 
developed by the indigenous 

aerospace industry. 
The trilogy’s final volume 

examines overlooked aspects 
of  the IAF, including train-
ing and air refueling. But it 
serves mainly as a fact-filled 
compendium of  the IAF’s 
past and present aircraft, 
featuring captioned pho-
tos of  everything from the 

Avia S-199 to the Lockheed 
Martin F-35I. Both follow-on 
volumes, which contain 
sharp color profiles and 
unit insignia, are welcome 
additions to the excellent 
first volume (see the review 
in the January 2022 issue of   
Aviation History). 

Philip Handleman T
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